Resist Newsletter, Dec. 2003 by Resist
Trinity College
Trinity College Digital Repository
Resist Newsletters Resist Collection
12-31-2003
Resist Newsletter, Dec. 2003
Resist
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter
Recommended Citation
Resist, "Resist Newsletter, Dec. 2003" (2003). Resist Newsletters. 358.
https://digitalrepository.trincoll.edu/resistnewsletter/358
Inside: Saying No to Privatization 
ISSN0897-2613 • Vol.12#10 A Call to Resist Illegitimate Authority · December 2003 
Reclaiming Public Interest in Power 
The Corporate/Populist Yin and Yang of Montana Politics 
KEN TOOLE MT Progressives & the 
Resurgent lUght 
T:e struggle between revi- Throughout the late 1970s and alized progressive forces 1980s, progressive politics in m Montana and the pow- ...-:vu--~-· Montana was dominated by a 
erful right wing is literally a fight multi-constituent coalition com-
for power-electric power. The prised of labor, conservationists, 
most recent chapter in this fight NativeAmericans, women's groups, 
concerns a populist coalition's low-income people and others. 
attempt to reclaim not only the ., •. , .. , ..... ,, This coalition was called the Mon-
regulation of a hydroelectric dam tana Alliance for Progressive 
but also the ability to frame ide- ..,~~i,;._: Policy (MAPP). It had an affiliated 
ology and issues that are central ~~ ...-i"""'-.. ~ -' ti~~~} PAC called the Montana Commit-
to progressive values. And the ..i.i::J,,... . ___ 1111!~~~ tee for an Effective Legislature 
strategic engagement in this --~-a::;- (MontCEL). In fact, MAPP/ 
fight shows how the pendulum MontCEL provided the model for 
of political power swings back similar coalitions which are now 
and forth based on clear strat..: Activists used graphics in the anti-privatization ballot fight in in existence across the country 
egy and grassroots mobilization. Montana. Graphic courtesy of Montana Human Rights Network and dominate the progressive 
Montana has not been a traditionally wealth from the mines largely flowed back landscape as the model for political action. 
conservative state. Historically, Montana east. Now the once-rich ~ines have been In the mid 1990s, this coalition began a 
has a strong farm/labor populist tradition. exhausted, leaving unemployment and pov- period of decline as the power of the right 
In many ways, the heart of the labor move- erty in their wake-as well as one of the came to dominate Montana's political land-
ment can be found in the copper mines of largest superfund sites in the country in scape. Repeated efforts to rejuvenate 
Butte, Montana. From the turn of the twen- Butte and the Clark Fork River. MAPP/MontCEL failed, and individual 
tieth century, Montana has elected a string Today Montana's economy is in transi- constituent groups focused themselves on 
of progressive leaders, and in 1972 adopted tion. The super rich and celebrity crowd have their own core issues. At the same time, in-
one of the most progressive constitutions discovered Montana's open spaces. Along fighting broke out among some groups, 
in the country. with that, Montana is a destination point creating an environment which simply 
But Montana has also experienced ag- of the "white flight migration" from urban could not sustain coalition work. By 1998, 
gressive corporate exploitation ofits natu- areas which is bringing both increasingly MAPP/MontCEL closed its doors, leaving 
ral resources and its people. Butte, home conservative political perspectives and a void which has not been filled to this day. 
of the "richest hill on earth," was stripped more investment and retirement income. During this time, one ofMAPP's mem-
clean by a series of corporate robber bar- Natural resource extraction is now less than ber groups- the _Montana Human Rights 
ons ranging from home grown capitalists 5% of the total economy. It is being replaced Network ( a RESIST grantee )-was devel-
to the Rockefellers and Standard Oil. The by service-oriented economic activity. continued on page two 
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Reclaiming Public Interest in Power 
continued from page one 
oping as a "fight-the-Right" group, con-
ducting research and exposure work on 
various aspects of the right wing in Mon-
tana from the Militia of Montana to the 
Christian Coalition. Much of the Network's 
research focused on the ideology, mobili-
zation strategies and institutional struc-
tures of the right wing. The Network came 
to believe that the Right's model of activ-
ism was more consciously ideological than 
that of progressives, enabling them to tran-
scend issue- and constituent-based activ-
ism. The Right had certain institutions 
which progressives either did not have or 
were not using effectively. Most important 
in that regard was the Right's ability to de-
fine the terms of public debate using "think 
tanks" to promote its ideological agenda. 
The Network also concluded that, as the 
Right was pushing more and more policy 
decision-making to the state level, it was 
also developing state-level policy initia-
tives. These initiatives relied on a network 
of state-based think tanks and national or-
ganizations focused on state-level policy-
making. The Right was pushing for indi-
vidual states to become_ the battle grounds 
for its ideological agenda while simulta-
neously and systematically building the 
infrastructure to support that strategy. The 
progressive response was, and remains, 
spotty across the country. 
The Montana Human Rights Network 
responded by working to create the Policy 
Institute. The intent was to form a state-
based "think tank" that would identify spe-
cific issues which could be used to formu-
late broader public debate. Such debate 
could promote progressive values and help 
build a base for a broader progressive vi-
sion. One of its first projects was partici-
pating in a ballot initiative in the 2002 elec-
tion focused on energy reform. 
Anti-corporate Populism Returns 
In 1997, Montana deregulated its larg-
est electric utility, the Montana Power Com-
pany. Shortly after being deregulated, 
Montana Power sold its hydroelectric dams 
and coal generating plants to Pennsylva-
nia Power and Light (PPL), a huge trans-
national corporation with operations in 
Europe, Latin America and the US. Mon-
tanans lost all of the benefits provided by 
low-cost, hydroelectric dams in the state, 
and rates began to climb. It was an eco-
nomic disaster. 
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Progressive Montanans used the ballot 
initiative to frame the debate to include 
issues of access to water. 
Working with the Montana Public In-
terest Research Group, Working for Equal-
ity and Economic Liberation ( another RESIST 
grantee), the Progressive Labor Caucus 
and the Montana Senior Citizen Associa-
tion, the Policy Institute developed ballot 
initiative language which called for state 
condemnation of the hydroelectric dams 
across the state. It also called for rates 
based on cost of production, not market price. 
The coalition working on the initiative 
understood that the campaign was not 
likely to succeed given that PPL Global had 
virtually unlimited resources, and none 
were so naive as to think that money 
wouldn't matter in this kind of campaign. 
In the end, the initiative was defeated after 
PPL spent some $3 million, an unheard of 
amount in a Montana election. 
But the initiative provided progressives 
with a clear opportunity to frame public 
debate to include corporate accountabil-
ity, business ethics and community values. 
The campaign dominated the news through-
out the election, eclipsing even the US Sen-
ate race in Montana. Progressive activists 
were quoted across the state, driving home 
a strong populist, anti-corporate message 
_in community after community. 
Additionally, the ballot initiative helped 
develop a donor and activist list which 
could then be circulated to progressive 
groups who have used it to solicit financial 
support and members. The State Democratic 
Party (which stayed out of the utility de-
bate in the 2002 elections) is now promoting 
an energy policy based on the work of the 
Policy Institute. In summary, the initiative 
was used precisely as the Right has used 
similar policy initiatives to drive public de-
bate, sway existing political institutions and 
to help build a grassroots base of support. 
Where to next? 
The Policy Institute is now working 
with a group called the Fair Share Coalition 
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on developing a progressive tax reform 
package. Building on an idea presented by 
the Progressive Labor Caucus, the Policy 
Institute is developing a campaign to pro-
mote a tax on the gross receipts of "big 
box" stores. This proposal once again fo-
cuses on economic issues, community val-
ues and corporate accountability. And once 
again, it gives progressives the opportu-
nity to frame the debate on our terms, it 
highlights the divergent interests of local 
business versus transnational corporations, 
building our base and promoting our values. 
Progressives need to develop more 
state-based institutions to counter the 
Right. More importantly, progressives need 
to develop ways to reach beyond issue-
specific and constituent based-models for 
building political power and start engag-
ing the ideological- and values-based or-
ganizing model of the Right. 
Ken Toole is the president of the board 
of the Policy Institute, which received a 
grant from RESIST this year. For more 
information, contact them at PO Box 
1362, Helena, MT 59601; 
network@mhrn.org. 
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Business Tries to Make Crime Pay 
A Western Perspective on Prison Privatization 
SCOT NAKAGAWA 
The "tough on crime" movement is among the most important racial and 
economic justice crises of our time. Politi-
cally driven mandatory incarceration tar-
gets specific crimes in minority communi-
ties, while largely ignoring dominantly 
white crimes. If current incarceration rates 
hold, one of every three African American 
males will go to prison in his lifetime. Latino 
and Native American communities are also 
di.sproportionately affected. 
· The growth of prisons is not driven by 
increasing crime rates. According to the 
Federal Bureau oflnvestigations (FBI), vio-
lent crime has dropped since 1973, and prop-
erty crimes dropped 6% between 1973 and 
2001. Instead, a number of other factors 
appear to be driving growth. Principle 
among these is the rise in manipulative 
media coverage of crime, and opportunis-
tic "tough on crime" politicking. Respond-
ing to public fears with a conservative, 
racialized agenda, policy makers are increas-
ingly choosing prisons over social pro-
grams when making difficult budget de~i-
sions (see statistics below for examples). 
Making Crime Pay, for Corporations . .. 
In addition, the growing influence of 
private prison corporations with vested 
interests in increasing rates of imprison-
ment has also made a difference. In 1987, 
3,122 prisoners were held in private facili-
ties. In 2001, the number of beds in pri-
vately run adult prisons topped 142,500. 
Private prison corporations have used two 
key strategies to achieve this "success":· 
1) political campaign contributions, and 2) 
ideologically-loaded model legislation 
shaped by the same private interests who 
stand to profit from prison growth. 
States and the federal government are 
the primary clients of private prison com-
panies. Unlike many other corrections is-
sues, where corrections professionals de-
termine the approach, the key decision-
makers on privatization are elected legisla-
tors and governors who pass corrections 
department appropriations and sentencing 
legislation. At the federal level, we have 
Congress and the U.S. Dept. of Justice to 
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thank for what is, in effect, a major corpo-
rate subsidy program. As a result, politics, 
not good public policy, has become even 
more of a factor in the incarceration boom. 
While the move toward prison 
privatization has strong financial backing, 
it is by no means inevitable. Well-organized 
grassroots opposition can make a real dif-
ference. In the western region, a success-
ful campaign in Utah offers some inspira-
tion and guidance. 
Stopping the Westward Prison Expansion 
In 1998, without public input, Utah ap-
proved $2 million in seed funding for site 
evaluation for a 500-1,000 bed private 
prison. In response, a small group of 
grassroots activists formed the Citizens 
Education Project (CEP) to fight prison 
privatization. Wor~g in a coalition includ-
ing such unlikely allies as the Mormon 
Church and the Utah Sheriff's Association, 
CEP pressured legislators and the Depart-
ment of Corrections to hold hearings on 
the privatization plan. They simultaneously 
initiated a successful media campaign that 
raised questions about prison 
privatization. 
By March 1999, when Utah Governor 
Leavitt signed House Bill 131 authorizing 
A Sample of Statistics 
the Department of Corrections to contract 
with private prison companies, CEP had 
stirred up enough controversy to force a 
partial reassessment of the private prison 
plan by the Utah legislature. In that same 
session, CEP led a successful effort to en-
act a bill prohibiting importation of out-of-
state prisoners to any Utah private prison 
( diminishing the prospects of future cor-
porate profits). 
CEP traveled the state providing infor-
mation and advice to activists in towns 
being considered for the new prison. By 
focusing public attention on lack of public 
input into the decision to move toward 
privatization, CEP was able to open the door 
to debate on the issue. 
Community members in targeted towns 
learned that privatization does not save 
state money and private prisons could 
cause the loss of better paying state jobs, 
among other problems. Residents of two 
counties rallied against prison proposals 
at public hearings. By early 1999, residents 
of Fillmore were able to force a referendum 
and voted down the prison, and activists 
in Duschesne County effectively blocked 
the prison there. 
In June 1999 the state accepted the bid 
continued on page four 
The US is engaged in the largest prison build-up in recorded history. Under the. "tough 
on crime" banner, policy makers have quadrupled the prison population over the last 20 
years. Here are some numbers: 
• The number of people incarcerated in the US has now risen above 2.1 million. 
• 1 out of every 143 US residents is either incarcerated or under criminal justice supervision 
• 1 in 3 7 US residents has served time in prison. 
• The vast majority of prisoners are low-income and nearly half are only marginally em-
ployed at the time of their arrest. 
• African Americans account for 45.6% of prisoners and only 12.7% of the overall popu-
lation. Together, African Americans and Latinos constituted a majority of those who had 
ever served time by the end of 2002. 
• In the state of Washington, felon disenfranchisement laws bar 24% of African-American 
males from voting. 
• General fund expenditures for higher education in Oregon increased just 64% between 
1985 and 2000, while prison spending increased by 314% during the same time period. 
For source information, see The Prison Payoff, a publication of the Western Prison 
Project, www.westernstatescenter.org/ archive/ppayoff.pdf 
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Business Tries to Make Crime Pay 
continued from page three 
of Cornell Corrections for a prison in 
Grantsville. In October 1999, as the legisla-
tive session neared, Utah Department of 
Corrections reported a marked decline in 
crime statistics. The state said it likely 
would delay the opening until April 2002. 
With prisoner numbers lower than an-
ticipated, the state had an incentive to send 
. new prisoners to county-run facilities, 
which charged $43.07 a day per prisoner 
versus the $62.84 Cornell had proposed. 
The Utah Sheriff's Association reminded 
state corrections officials of prior contracts 
with five counties with empty jail beds. One 
county sheriff told lawmakers, "This is criti-
cal to us. We've got empty beds the state 
promised to fill." 
The 2000 legislature adjourned without 
appropriating any funds for the new prison. 
And the Office of the Legislative Auditor 
General was asked to re-examine the con-
tract numbers to determine why the state 
would want to pay more than necessary to 
house inmates in a private facility. Con-
tract negotiations with Cornell, however, 
remained ongoing. 
In July 2000, Utah Department of Cor-
rections said that there "may very well be a 
prison by 2005, perhaps even before that." 
But by mid-August, plans for the private 
prison were completely scrapped in favor 
of renting beds from jails in Beaver and 
Millard counties. 
"The decision was made to abandon the 
privatized prison and the basic reason for 
this is, it's just not fiscally attractive at this 
time," said the Director of the Utah Depart-
ment of Corrections. Cornell Corrections 
received notice that the deal was being ter-
minated via a fax from the Department on 
August 15th. The opposition to private 
prisons had succeeded in Utah. 
Prison privatization represents just one 
battle in a much broader struggle, but it is 
an important one to take on. The prison 
industrial complex has already done much 
to dehumanize prisoners, but privatization 
takes it a step further by putting more of a 
profit motive into "tough on crime" policies 
that ensure a ready supply of prisoners . 
Scot Nakagawa is a staff member at the 
Western Prison Project, which received a 
grant from RESIST this year. His article 
is adapted from The Prison Pay-off, a 
publication of the Western Prison 
Project and the Western States Center, 
by Brigette Sarabi and Ed Bender. For 
more information and a copy of the 
Prison Pay-off, contact the Western Prison 
Project, PO Box 40085, Portland, OR 
97240; www.westernprisonproject.org. 
Public Housing Not for Sale 
Sisters in Action for Power Demand Land Equity 
DARLENELOMBOS 
Jack and Jill 
Went up the hill 
In need of public housing. 
HOPE VI* came down, 
Displaced the town, 
And privatization came right after. 
- Sisters in Action for Power chant 
Along-standing history of redlining, dis-nvestment and "urban removal" left 
communities in North and Northeast Port-
land economically distressed for decades. 
Nonetheless, many low-income families and 
people of color found a place to rent, even 
a home or a business to buy. But now hous-
ing costs have nearly doubled in the last 
five years. As a result, low-income renters 
and homeowners have been priced out of 
the neighborhoods where they have lived 
for more than 30 years. Gentrification is at 
its peak: Upscale wine and coffee shops 
have replaced social clubs and clothing 
* HOPE VI is a federal program created to 
improve and "revitalize" public housing, but 
instead has accelerated its loss. By promoting 
"mixed-income communities, "previous 
public housing has been redeveloped into 
market rentals. 
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called revitalization effort will re-
sult in a net loss of the city 's pub-
lic housing stock and the sal.e of 
public housing land to private 
developers. 
Members of Sisters in Action for Power are ready to 
take on big business. Photo courtesy of Sisters in Action 
Currently, Sisters in Action is 
working on a Land Equity cam-
paign to address the devastating 
effects of privatization on low-in-
come communities and commu-
nities of color. We recognize that 
land is the vital link between 
gentrification and the attack on 
public schools , housing and 
communities of color, and that 
stores owned by people of color. High-end 
galleries featuring traditional African art 
have pushed out hair and nail salons. Ironi-
cally, as huge numbers of people of color 
are displaced, billboards now market 
North/Northeast as "The Soul of Portland." 
Portland's Housing Authority received 
a revitalization grant under the federal 
HOPE VI* program and is using the funds 
to demolish our largest public housing fa-
cility, located in North Portland. In less than 
three months, 1,200 residents were up-
rooted from their homes, displaced to un-
familiar neighbor4oods and forced onto 
Section 8 vouchers. Almost 82 acres of 
publicly owned land will be razed. This so-
RESIST Newsletter 
recent "revitalization" efforts are merely a 
mask for privatization and corporate domi-
nance. This Land Equity Campaign gives 
us the opportunity to expose and confront 
the institutions that directly benefit from 
privatization as well as to challenge the 
imposition of dominant norms and values 
onto communities of color. 
Private Property Vs. Public Value 
Privatization is not a new thing and is 
more than just a trend. It is an integral part 
of an ideology that values the individual 
over the collective, elevates profit over 
people and emphasizes power and control 
continued on page five 
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continued from page four 
over critical thinking and community build-
ing. Today, we see the important gains made 
by powerful people's movements in the last 
century have come under attack. Public 
sectoF jobs are being contracted out to pri-
vate companies and public dollars spent 
to build private prisons. We see social se- · 
curity funds headed towards Wall Street. 
And we see the sale of public land to pri-
vate developers. 
All of these things are being done un-
der the illusion that the private sector can 
art walks that invite crowds of Portlanders 
to "discover" our community, youth, pub-
lic housing residents and local business 
owners testified to longtime residents 
about the depletion of public housing, at-
tacks on public schools, and the displace-
ment of people who have lived and worked 
in the North/Northeast community for de-
cades. A mock gameshow asked, "Who's 
Gonna be a Millionaire?" and revealed who 
really benefits from the sale of public land 
and so-called revitalization. From a simu-
lated float cruising up and down the main 
do things better, 
cheaper and more ef-
fi ci entl y than gov-
ernment. This illu-
sion is manufac-
tured, marketed and 
sold to our commu-
nities in pretty pack-
ages that promise: 
"new and improved," 
"more efficient," 
"better returns," and 
"revitalization." Of 
course, as with most 
consumer products 
these days, it's all 
packaging, and we 
are still left with low 
wages, high unem-
ployment, system-
Sisters in Action asks questions that challenge the sale of public 
lands and schools. Photo courtesy of Sisters in Action for Power 
atic civil rights abuses, and an eroding 
safety net. 
Sisters in Action recognizes that chal-
lenging the false promises of market-driven 
solutions to social problems is just as im-
portant as confronting those who work 
hand-in-hand t~ privatize our once sacred 
public institutions. This means we must 
consciously address dominant culture and 
its effects on our communities thoughtfully, 
strategically and deliberately when orga-
nizing issue campaigns. It has forced us to 
think of new tactics that reframe issues, 
popularize our politics and provide alter-
native information at a grass-roots level to 
promote critical thinking. 
For example, this past summer over 100 
community residents gathered for an after-
noon of political prose, live music, and some 
good old-fashioned home-cookin'. We 
staged the event in part of our neighbor-
hood that has been remarketed as the 
"Alberta Arts District," complete with wine 
shops, upscale art galleries and doggy 
daycares. During one of the new monthly 
Vol. / 2, #10 
drag, youth recruited game show contes-
tants and displayed signs reading "Our 
Public Schools are Not for Sale" and 
"HOPE VI is False Hope." 
In our Land Equity Campaign, Sisters in 
Action combines consciousness-raising 
activities like these with direct action. So 
far, we have forced the Housing Authority 
of Portland to publish an accessible HOPE 
VI information brochure·written by Sisters 
in Action members who live in public hous-
ing, and are continuing to demand l-for-1 
replacement for every public housing unit 
tom down. In addition, we will continue to 
uncover the mask of revitalization and pro-
mote critical thinking and collective re-
sponses to the devastating realities of 
privatization. 
Darlene Lombos is the lead organizer of 
Sisters in Action for Power, a former 
RESIST grantee. For more information, 
contact Sisters in Action for Power, 
1732 NE Alberta, Portland, OR 97211. 
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Public Systems Efficient 
The evidence--including data in World 
Bank publications-indicates that well-run 
public sector systems, like the Social Se-
curity system in the United States, are far 
more efficient than privatized systems. The 
administrative cost of the U.S. Social Se-
curity system is less than 0.8 percent of 
the amount paid out in benefits each year. 
By contrast, systems of individual ac-
counts, like those in place in England or 
Chile, have administrative expenses that 
are equal to 15-20 percent of annual benefits. 
These administrative costs come di-
rectly out of the money that retirees would 
otherwise receive, lowering their retirement 
benefits by as much as one-third, compared 
with a well-run public Social Security sys-
tem. The administrative expenses that are 
drained out of workers' savings in a priva-
tized system are the fees and commissions 
to the financial industry, which explains its 
interest in promoting privatization in the 
United States and elsewhere. (US firms like 
Merrill Lynch have been some of the big ben-
eficiaries of Social Security privatization in 
developing nations such as Chile.) 
Switching to individual accounts will 
put the disability and survivors' portion of 
the Social Security programs in jeopardy. 
These programs are especially important 
to African Americans, who are nearly twice 
as likely to receive disability or survivors' 
benefits as whites. 
Education: an Investment Opportunity 
• The US spends $324 billion on public 
K-12 education every year. 
• The investment banking firm of 
Lehman Brothers predicts that public edu-
cation in North and South America will be 
privatized over the next decade, and that 
this will be extremely profitable. 
• 21 for-profit EM Os ( educational man-
agement organizations) are now managing 
285 schools in 22 states. 
• Over the past five years, for-profit 
Edison Schools Inc. has won contracts to 
run more than 100 schools with 57,000 stu-
dents nationwide--as large altogether as 
the school district in Cincinnati or Atlanta. 
The information above is excerpted from 
Our Communities Are Not for Sale: Local-
Global Links in the Fights Against 
Privatization, published by United for a 
Fair Economy (see page 8). 
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Sacred Site Saved from Utility Plan 
Zuni Salt Lake Coalition and Tribal Efforts Win Epic Struggle 
JAIMECHAVEZ 
The fight to save Zuni Salt Lake was a true "David and Goliath" situation, pit-
ting the third largest electric utility in the 
United States against the Zuni tribe ofNew 
Mexico and Arizona. Only through a multi-
level organizing campaign was the Zuni 
tribe able to succeed in stopping Salt River 
Project (SRP) from destroying fragile Zuni 
Salt Lake-a sacred site that is fed by an 
aquifer threatened by the proposed devel-
opment (see page 7 for more information). 
After decades of struggle, the Zuni tribe 
reached out for help from tribes through-
out the region, environmental groups, 
churches and community organizations. 
The Zuni Salt Lake Coalition formed in 
October, 2001. The beauty of this campaign 
was that when this alliance was created, 
the tribe was ready to take a chance on 
collaborating with a grassroots organizing 
effort. Water Information Network, a long-
time RESIST grantee, was one of the found-
ing members of the Coalition and helped pro-
vide organizing expertise. 
More Than the Sum of Our Parts 
Members of the Coalition and the Zuni 
nation coordinated efforts to challenge the 
utility giant, working together to shift the 
media attention, mobilize groups, and le-
verage pressure. 
We avoided the media straightjacket in 
Phoenix-home of the notoriously conser-
vative Arizona Republic- and expanded 
our outreach, projecting a field campaign 
from the offices of our coalition partners in 
Washington, Denver, Albuquerque, Flag-
staff and Tucson. Even national media, in-
cluding the History Channel, aired clips on 
the importance of Zuni Salt Lake. Addition-
ally, we gathered petitions, which were then 
blast-faxed to the Department of the Inte-
rior and SRP. This helped to stall the grant-
ing of mining permits while we continued 
to build resistance. With ongoing pressure, 
SRP came to know that the campaign was 
serious and posed a credible threat. 
ZSLC was conscious about recruitment 
and, in a short time, broadened the support 
from tribes, church leadership, environmen-
talists and community-based organizations 
Page 6 
the support of the new 
governor of New Mexico 
(Bill Richardson). After 
some efforts, almost the 
entire New Mexico Con-
gressional delegation (mi-
nus Congresswoman 
Heather Wilson) stepped 
in asking for a moratorium 
until hydrological con-
cerns were addressed. 
In addition, we recog-
A member of the Zuni Salt Lake Coalition, the Sierra Club nized that the image-con-
paid for a traveling billboard to pressure SRP and mobilize scious SRP was in a vul-
public interest. Photo courtesy of the Sierra Club 
to act on the local, regional and interna-
tional level. 
As a result of these organizing efforts, 
the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion declared Zuni Salt Lake the eleventh 
most endangered area in the country. This 
designation helped to further increase na-
tional attention. 
Taking it to the Streets 
In July of 2002, runners from Phoenix 
and grassroots organizations like 
Tonatierra joined runners from the Hopi 
Nation and Zuni Pueblo in a 300 mile, three-
day run. The Hopi are also connected to 
Zuni Salt Lake and offered their full sup-
port. One member of the Hopi said, "We 
must stand together and unify in defense 
of our sacred places." This dynamic of col-
laboration out of self-preservation was a 
key dynamic in forming a powerful alliance. 
This demonstration of a powerful local base 
provided the background for expanding the 
issue to the national level. 
We took the fight to Phoenix on Colum-
bus Day last year, where nearly 200 indig-
enous people and allies called on SRP's 
CEO to stop targeting native sacred lands. 
The objectives were crystal clear: We had 
to figure out how to short circuit SRP. The 
old axiom of "It is not what you have but 
what they think you have" still applies. This 
was not just an environmentalist driven 
campaign; it was much deeper. We knew 
we needed to organize visible power in 
New Mexico to match our actions in Ari-
zona. We were able to organize actions in 
Santa Fe and Albuquerque, and already had 
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nerable position, having 
uncovering seven burial sites along the 
proposed rail line. The desecration of a 
sacred burial site did not fit well with the 
"stewardship" image SRP tries to project. 
To take advantage of this vulnerability, 
ZSLC organized a 500-person public testi-
monial at Zuni. The action was led by a 
youth-driven 40-person core group that 
helped bring together many sectors of Zuni 
society. This was the first major public 
meeting about the mine held at Zuni. Ap-
proximately 100 oral and written testimo-
nies were submitted with the common goal 
of stopping SRP and protecting the sacred 
Salt Lake. Neighboring tribal leadership 
from Acoma and Laguna testified, the New 
Mexico press projected the need to pro-
tect the sacred, and the elders and youth 
stood up in defense of Salt Mother. 
A consolidated Zuni people and their 
allies forced the utility giant to yield to the 
pressure of the united coalition, ensuring 
victory for the Zuni and their allies. At the 
news conference right after the victory, 
Zuni Councilman Arden Kukate stated that, 
"it is a victory for Salt Woman, a victory 
that permits all these people to continue 
utilizing her flesh and her water for our lon-
gevity and our prosperity." 
Quite powerfully, at the end of the testi-
monial a double rainbow filled the sky- a 
fitting sign after a long and spiritual 
struggle by the Zuni people and allies. 
Lessons Learned 
. Through our organizing, we were able 
to achieve a victory that sent a chill up the 
continued on page seven 
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spine of industry. We reached critical mass 
and SRP decided to pull out. The legal 
threats from the tribe and from the Coali-
tion were credible and amazingly never 
dominated or collided with our organizing 
track. We ·never had to use these threats 
and were able to build a solid model of dy-
namic collaboration outside SRP's normal 
experience. We were able to stop Bush-era 
environmental rollbacks against nearly im-
possible odds and showed that with a good 
power analysis, solid allies and the capac-
ity to move communities to act, we could 
build formidable resistance. 
For now, Salt Woman is protected from 
the threat of a coal-strip mine. But other 
threats by oil and gas interests will con-
tinue to loom until a plan for permanent 
protection of the Sanctuary Zone, the Zuni 
Salt Lake and the fragile aquifers that feed 
her become a reality. 
Jaime Chavez is an organizer with the 
Water Information Network, a RESIST 
multi-year grantee. WIN is a member of 
the Zuni Salt Lake Coalition. For more 
information, contact WIN, PO Box 4524, 
Albuquerque, NM 8 7106; 
www.zunisaltlakecoaltion.org. 
Zuni Win Battle to Save Salt Mother 
BRIANLALIO 
Over two-decades of battle to preserve the home of Ma'lokkyattsik'i (Salt 
Mother), a central deity to Zuni culture, 
has finally come to an end. Salt River 
Project (SRP) announced on August 4, 2003, 
they cancelled plans to build an 18,000-
acre open-strip Fence Lake Coal Mine. 
History of Salt River Project 
Salt River Project planned to strip-mine 
over 80 million tons of coal for an estimated 
40-50 years. The construction of a 44-mile 
rail-line would carry coal from the proposed 
mine to the Coronado ·Generating Station 
in St. Johns, AZ. In the Phoenix area, SRP 
serves approximately 800,000 customers. 
Though Zuni Salt Lake fluctuates between 
1.5 and 4 feet in depth, SRP planned to 
pump 85 gallons of water per minute from 
the Atarque Aquifer. 
Salt River Project's Board of Directors 
voted to enter into contract with Powder 
River Basin in Wyoming. According to a 
SRP press release, the company will now 
relinquish permits and coal leases back to 
the state and federal regulatory agencies. 
Fence Lake Coal Mine, which has been 
in the works since 1981, has faced increas-
ing opposition from native tribes, environ-
mental groups, churches and community 
groups (see article on page 6). 
Cultural Significance of Zuni Salt Lake 
Preliminary survey work for the rail-line 
resulted in SRP unearthing seven human 
remains, currently still in the possession 
ofSRP. Over 500 human burial remains are 
located within the area. 
Cal Seciwa, Zuni Salt Lake Coalition 
member, stated, "Those bodies need to be 
reburied where SRP found them before SRP 
walks away completely in order to respect 
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our ancestors." 
"SRP had to be very careful and project 
an image of stewardship. In the case of 
Zuni, this was not an image of steward-
ship. This was an issue of cultural destruc-
tion that would have left behind SRP a tale 
and a legacy of shame," said Jaime Chavez, 
Zuni Salt Lake Coalition member. 
Earlier this summer, the National Trust 
~ . ' 
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held a press conference at the Indian Pueblo 
Cultural Center in Albuquerque, NM. Gov-
ernor Arlen Quetawki publicly thanked all 
those individuals for assisting the Pueblo 
of Zuni to stop SRP stating, "This is a vic-
tory for all Native Americans." 
SRP's decision to pull out sets a major 
example for Indigenous tribes that protec-
tion of sacred sites can be achieved. As 
Councilman Albert indi-
cated, it will have a "ripple ef-
- .... ] ,. • ...:41"'.... -~! ... ,. -
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fect." 
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Though the two decades 
of ongoing bc1;ttle have been 
exhausting, the victory serves 
as a learning process for fu-
ture generations to remember. 
The Zuni Salt Lake issue is an 
educational source for young 
people to learn and remember 
that the future is uncertain. 
"Have faith in yourself and 
your religion. Our religion is 
the backbone of our liveli-
Zuni Salt Lake includes an area 20-miles in diameter. 
Photo by the Citizens Coal Council 
for Historic Preservation listed the Zuni 
Salt Lake in their 2003 list of"America's 11 
Most Endangered Historic Places." 
Significance of Victory 
The Zuni Salt Lake ·coalition received 
support from hundreds of people across 
the country. With their added voices, ZSLC 
maintained ongoing campaigns to stop the 
Fence Lake Coal Mine. On July 19, 2003, 
the ZSLC hosted "The People's Hearing" 
in Zuni, where over 500 people attended to 
give testimony for the protection of Zuni 
Salt Lake. 
"So many people have supported us in 
this struggle and there is no word that can 
express our appreciation. It has been 20 
years of mental anguish," said Head Coun-
cilman Carlton Albert, Sr. 
On August 7, 2003 the Pueblo of Zuni 
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hoods. Longevity and prosperity are gifts 
oflife, as long as our children keep it alive," 
said Councilman Arden Kucate. 
The Future of Zuni Salt Lake 
This battle has come to an end. How-
ever, there is still much work that needs to 
be done to finalize the close-out to ensure 
another incident, such as the case of SRP, 
will not occur again. 
For the long-term, Councilman Kucate 
indicted the Zuni Tribal Council will utilize 
all avenues to protect the Zuni Salt Lake 
and the Sanctuary Zone. The home of 
Ma'lokkyattsik'i (Salt Mother) will remain 
undisturbed for future generations. 
Brian Lalio is a Zuni Pueblo member 
and former publisher of the Shiwi 
Messenger. 
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Public Health Care Is Not for Sale 
UNITEDFORAFAIRECONOMY 
Privatization threatens our multi-billion-dollar health care system. One of our 
health care safety nets is the nation's net-
work of public hospitals, which care for 
patients even when they cannot pay. Yet 
this crucial institution, upon which 44 mil-
lion uninsured Americans depend, is in peril. 
Private corporations are replacing public 
hospitals through leases, mergers, and clo-
sures. 
• For every 100 public hospitals, one is 
closing and two are converting to private 
ownership annually. 
• From 1975 to 1999 America lost one-
third of its public hospitals. 
Without public hospitals and public 
health insurance, care is rationed on the 
basis of wealth. Those who can pay or who 
have the best insurance get the best care: 
the rich have more of a "right to life" than 
the poor. The health care industry, under 
the slogan that marketplace competition is 
the key to improvement, is replacing public 
and community hospitals with private ones. 
DC General: In the Nation's Capital 
In June 2001, one leading American hos-
pital, DC General, joined the privatization 
trend. Washington has an acute need for 
public hospitals. Black men there have a 
life expectancy of 58 years or less, lower 
than for any other nation in this hemisphere 
except for Haiti. One in six District of Co-
lumbia residents is uninsured. DC General 
and its clinics served 30,000 uninsured 
people and provided one-third of all un-
compensated care in the District. 
Despite community efforts to save the 
hospital, the mayor and the Financial Con-
trol Board, which Congress appoints, 
pushed the privatization deal through. A 
few weeks after the partial closure of DC 
General, the Washington Times reported 
that "anecdotal information shows the clo-
sure has overwhelmed hospital capacity 
around the city, and put the health needs 
of patients at risk." 
Hospital Privatization: Trends & Results 
The case of DC General illustrates the 
need for public hospitals and the harmful 
ways that privatization destroys commu-
nity access, stability, services, and control. 
Instability: Half of the private for-profit 
hospitals that were in business in 1980 had 
closed 17 years later, while only 10 percent 
of public hospitals failed during the same 
17 years. The short lifespan of private hos-
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Join the Resist Pledge Program! 
We'd like you to consider 
becoming a Resist Pledge. 
Pledges account for over 30% 
of our income. 
By becoming a pledge, you help guarantee 
Resist a fixed and dependable source of 
income on which we can build our grant-
making program. In return, we will send 
you a monthly pledge letter and reminder 
along with your newsletter. We will also 
keep you up-to-date on the groups we 
have funded and the other work being 
done at Resist. 
Name 
Address 
Phone Number (for confirmation only) 
So take the plunge and become a 
Resist Pledge! We count on you,and 
the groups we fund count on us. 
D I II send you my pledge of $ __ _ 
every month/quarter/six months/year 
(please circle one). 
D Enclosed is an initial pledge 
contribution of$ ____ . 
D Please automatically deduct my 
pledge from my credit card (below). 
D I can t join the pledge program 
now, but here s a contribution of 
$ ___ to support your work. 
Visa/Master Card# ___________________ _ 
Expiration Date _____________________ _ 
Resist • 2S9 Elm Street • Somerville • MA • 02144. Donations are tax-deductible. 
• 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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pitals hurts communities because one-third 
of a hospital 's patients cease to seek inpa-
tient care for some time after their hospital 
closes. 
Decreased Access: Public hospitals pro-
vide twice as much care to uninsured people 
as private hospitals, and they are usually 
located where the care is most needed. A 
1993 Tennessee study concluded that the 
median level of care provided to uninsured 
and underinsured patients by all the state's 
hospitals amounted to 8.9 percent of rev-
enue. Tennessee hospitals run by the for-
profit Columbia/HCA corporation spent as 
little as 1.8 percent ofrevenue on this type 
of patient. 
Loss of Services: Private hospitals of-
ten discontinue expensive services (like 
intensive, cardiac and inpatient psychiat-
ric care) to save money. Catholic hospitals 
have also cut reproductive health care. 
When public hospitals disappear, commu-
nities lose crucial health care options. 
Loss of Control: Private hospital man-
gers invariably exclude the public from de-
cisions that affect their community. With 
DC General, the exclusion began by not 
releasing information about the hospital's 
merger, lease, or closure. Hospital managers 
become more secretive after privatization 
and information becomes less publicly 
available. Community representatives are 
commonly replaced by senior hospital man-
agement on the hospital board, increasing 
the disconnect between hospital and com-
munity. With for-profits, public interests 
sometimes take a back seat to the interests 
of shareholders. 
Various cities and states are establish-
ing standards to manage conversion. Even 
after privatization, however, control remains 
one of a community's most valuable tools. 
Communities whose hospitals have already 
converted should increase regulation and 
community involvement to enhance stabil-
ity and access to the services they need. 
This article is excerpted from Our 
Communities Are Not for Sale: Local-
Global Links in the Fights Against 
Privatization, published by United for a 
Fair Economy. For more information, 
including this document, contact UFE, 
37 Temple Place, Boston, MA 02111; 
wwwfaireconomy. org/privatization . 
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